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Mr. John Mcleod

Executive Officer, Occupational Safety and Health Standards
2520 Venture Oaks Way, Suite 350

Sacramento, CA 95833

Dear Mr. McLeod:

We, the undersigned, are writing to petition the board to adopt a revised ergonomics
standard. A copy of the pruposed standard is enclosed.

The current crgonomics standard, which only is triggered if two workers report specified
repetitive motion injuries within twelve months of each other, clearly is not working:

»  According to The Division of Occupational Safety and Health’'s own analysis last year,
there has been “(n)o sustained downward trend in cases of Repeated Trauma Disorders™
since the standard went into effect.

« As of last year, two-thirds of all the Cal/OSHA ergonomics complaint-triggered
investigations resulted in no citations because there was no qualifying second injury.
What happens to the worker who has the first qualifying injury? What happens to other
workers exposed to the same ergonomic hazards?

»  The Workers’ Compersation Insurance Rating Bureau of California reported 6,660
carpal tunnel syndrome permanent disability claims in 1999 alone, for a cost of $290
million. Clearly, thousunds of workers are suffering crippling repetitive motion injuries
that are not being prevented by the standard.

This board has a duty under Labor Code Section 6719 to carry out Section 6357, i.e. to
adopt standards for ergonomics in the workplace “designed to minimize the instances of
injury from repetitive motion™. To date the board has failed in that duty. Now it has an
opportunity to re-visit the crgonomics standard and adopt a comprehensive, hazard-based,
preventive approach to repetitive motion injuries.
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The Wilson administration’s Division of Occupational Safety and Health submitted the
enclosed proposed standard to the board in 1994. We urge you to adopt the standard now to
begin to protect California workers from painful and debilitating repetitive motion injuries.

Sincerely,

/ P s W .
Tom Rankin

President
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